
Kearney, MO, January 2009 – 
Imagine having to feed as many 
as 450 picky eaters every day. 

at Kearney elementary School 
in Missouri, hundreds of 
children eat school-prepared 
lunches, which research 
shows is vital to children’s 
academic performance and 
health. not long ago, school 
officials wondered if it was 
possible to keep food safe and 
reduce refrigeration costs. 

On the lunch line

Help came from reliable 
Mechanical Services (rMS), 
a commercial and residential 
HVaCr contractor in the Kansas 
City, MO area that has worked 

with the elementary school on 
several projects. rMS President 
Brandon narron realized the  
school’s outdated and 
ineffective cafeteria equipment 
needed to be replaced. It  
would eventually put students 
at risk if it wasn’t able to keep 
food at a safe temperature.

“Without proper refrigeration, the 
school’s cafeteria can’t operate 
and that is not an option,” said 
narron. another concern was 
that the inefficient equipment 
was most certainly eating into 
the school’s energy budget. 

In fact, a 2008 survey by the 
american association of 
School administrators found 
that 99 percent of school 

superintendents were feeling 
a budget squeeze because 
of fuel costs that were 40 
percent higher than the 
year before. In many school 
districts, the U.S. Department 
of energy says energy costs 
exceed the expense of books 
and other school supplies. 

“I suggested Kearney elementary 
consider upgrading their 
old condensing unit with a 
new Bohn condensing unit, 
manufactured by Heatcraft 
refrigeration Products, because 
they can offer excellent energy 
savings,” narron said. “They also 
have a great reputation for 
reliability, which means school 
officials knew the equipment 
would keep food at the required 
temperature. That’s a critical 
issue for a school cafeteria.” 

Changing the channel 

narron and rMS contacted 
cfm Distributors, Inc., a regional 
Bohn distributor, to address 
the school’s refrigeration 
needs. refrigeration specialist 
Pat Thomas recommended 
installing a Bohn condensing 
unit with the exclusive 
HyperCore™ microchannel 
coil technology. 

Microchannel technology 
allows superior heat transfer 
capabilities and reduced 
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refrigerant charges compared 
to standard copper-aluminum 
round tube plate fin coils. To 
help keep initial costs low, 
HyperCore microchannel coils 
can reduce system refrigerant 
charge by up to 40 percent. 

“rMS was very willing to 
install the microchannel unit 
after seeing the benefits of 
using a smaller unit with less 
refrigerant charge,” Thomas 
explained. “The all-aluminum 
construction also provides 
excellent protection against 
corrosion and refrigerant leaks.” 

“The reduced refrigerant 
charge was definitely the selling 
point,” narron agreed. “We also 
appreciated that the Bohn 
equipment was so lightweight 
that it made it easier to move 

the equipment into position.” 
narron was so convinced that 
switching to Bohn was the right 
thing for the school district to do, 
he and his staff donated their 
services and the equipment 
to Kearney elementary.

It’s what’s inside the 
(lunch) box that counts

available in ½ to 6 HP 
configurations, the air-cooled 
condensing units offer a wide 
range of features designed to 
save energy, reduce operational 
costs, use less refrigerant, 
and improve durability and 

system performance. Heatcraft 
refrigeration Products offers 
options such as variable 
speed eC (VSeC) motors with 
Orbus™ Controller and the 
factory-installed Smart Defrost 
Kit™, making this the highest 
performing condensing unit 
available on the market today. 

VSeC motors with an Orbus 
Controller respond quickly to 
load changes and stabilize 
head pressure optimizing 
system performance, offering 
dramatically reduced energy 
consumption. With lower 
operational costs, customers 
can see significantly quicker 
paybacks—as little as one to 
two years on many models—
when they choose the VSeC 
option. even without the VSeC 
motor and Smart Defrost Kit 
options, the energy-efficient 
and environmentally friendly 
system is an excellent choice for 
schools and other institutions.

“We couldn’t have asked for 
a better system,” said RMS 
customer relations director 
Brian Narron. “Bohn and cfm 
Distributors make it easy for 
refrigeration contractors to 
provide units that meet the 
latest requirements. The Bohn 
condensing unit has been 
in operation for over a year-
and-a-half now and we’ve 
been more than satisfied 
with the performance.”

“We couldn’t  
have asked for a  
better system...”

Kearney Elementary's new Bohn condensing unit, featuring 
HyperCore™ microchannel coil technology shown installed by 
Reliable Mechanical Services (RMS).
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